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Thg&iV <*n IthnBCy fl» =i itenhly 

dSBae& upon dsalh Wo laaiad Fi? prot^^-don L-s-ng dsa&i-nluB! ccrsLrnplion 
«itpsn Ertoa b ctf ocn SLmera in Asanlo Ghana. Wos I Al noa We lojnd ra.1 ba : 
Asanle oonauFia-rs an^&^e in conspicuous ntial consumplioTi m purauii o P newer 
■EoaaJ idint-lies tor lhsir deceased and thamselveE a^d lhal tune ia)s involva a 
ifr^i-r- 'H and oyMinu ng in a: :r,a lip tinman This tying and ihe da fu In a >s 
wa *i-_fld : a; h noi MianagaiTWit inaei^ is hrrnad n is -.ilavflniTa tor n ^ Wfetiam 
flomeaa wa h&j detecded luma 10 tie asiSi-Y to ranstum gj-cfcaJ ia nto l wal 
capital 


I jv pjifCr df iJic :ihini^r* r tlfevjddKC in Hk -Lu iid science 
Hfcmturr ^ link between tkr:i.lli and toiisUEnp 

licrn k .,g. b Biudrillard 3 993; CrdoHy \ ^ 62 m . Hertz. L9f>0: Md 
t all:' and 1-lLiiuinjqi.uii 1993: T«rky 1998), references to ckalh 
in cdnsuiner sludies arc rare:. Nevertheless, there is evidence 
of a recrsit jJmw ill; 1 fciiErrT .1 111 i . .i ic i ;u-:*ji* 3 ih c erfcl of Life 

Jim^ng cotuum rticwbm ^.g„ Gcwry H sJ, 3995: 
Hirfdiimn I 99G; Kates HW I; O’Dcnoboc ud Wiry 2000; 
Price rt al. 2000: Sthwani, Jolton, nnd Lee 398*5: Turky 
1995), lluworr, all df llicsc ■Jmhes havr been lucaEnl in 
ihe United Slate-i or Eurc|.ie, and nunc has crannied llic 
c cmsmnpdfHi iiEipliL of death ritnaJi specifically. 

Ilirjrfnft-, Wr riEiliiii krd QUOD iiK|ULiV inlii lIc .irh ii[Lt:i L C i i:i 
.-.Umfscidri ItIijivhst in alt Afrk:-si] L llbhU^LvOftlrXI Ln :anciTnrt 
10. r.Vrnd Ifchn-.LLPI n-r rcsfTitrUi lirydnil tlpr doming WcsCrm 

|ihrtw ? dphi£:il Im.i nnkirici df thd^gta In iliis :nkk 4 frr es 
|i]drc some df rise stxidcnlc^ral dynamic:-; that J’acOitai.c ihc 
c cni , hill I tL'ji of meammg anti iilc nutte-i Ln Asante, a soddy 
in Ghana, We^I Africa, andexamjjK 9 how tiafiiLunersninnafv 
vanoiti aipeA of Lkiih throgh coajumfti^i 

Oiu- jiriitL^y Estsje-Avcavr- was. in f-\:iMiijir the rofrutneti of 


cryuiisnct tin: <rm\n£ trn^r e^I" cEhn-nTr^iEhn cH" mr fcn-pri df 
CdniuTn^i™ i ;ifii1 al Uj :Lrajtli<rr fc fer ct. ample, from Ed 

local cr from ccdtitMuic to cultural iBtnjrdkni t9g-1: Mull 
1997, 1We locale llici-e diiecliv^i in the socioculturil 
dynamoi of class ;ind :d.;iUL> in Asante. In pursuit df ihcse 
wc also e@n$idcr the ^.Vijuacy of trra^mai- 
agqmlthwy CIMTl Bcckcr l973:GrctifllxiECt a). 1986; 

SdloittEHuri d- I99^> in rXE^l-iiTiint': i.lrjEh litlOilceimuilfdon 
in ihis- non Wcslcm cEjnit vE Chir sM#jy fol I i^v& hi ilr ]iarh 
of Olliers Amtiuld 1939) who -show thal c.sistij^ -con 
ceflual frnmicvvarks can he -diallci^cyl and extcn-rlcd based 
on c-vidf rtL - e fdiirki ui difYeting cuLlutal concexis. 

DKATH, IDENTITY, AM) ThlRROR 
MANAGEMENT 

Dead] in Western societies is generally perceived as ihc 
Tuatenil end of the body ami the social self' (Seafe I99S, 
p. i4) and denotes '"the irreversible loss of the capacity for 
cd^«^iCHUEi , le4S , ' (Gervais f9S^ p. 159>. Sm^y |ut h tkath 
means wiiaraiion -^et^ra' i^n from i feic iraJidrs df dir w«rid 
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U ir IlhrOttlK-iil jicu.meiai USSI «]Hrl^t>n , lilriHicy i iiEihlriu ln?il 

lirvjril UKic:;- i3|Kni dnth (Gjddtfct 1991; Rilry I9E*); iin 
observation that tiar. been based! pnmnniy on research to- 
caieLi tr Wesccm nuliiiiri- A subordinate objective was lo 


"tfiTix'd K tj- tttiltirt -.tf n^rkoLthM at Uw Sth-jitfi 

Beb**3 Bumhc**. Yeti -+T■;:<! JCwta Start, TW-ttfA C*ji*iL« 

M/J LP> ibs^fcjdtadichflerhir^ pt«Liir:i W RirJk, - it-<- N Bd-fli 

Tanner Frolawo- :£ Euejib^o- A Jiij: jdstr jc: :n_ Dmd E-mJ&s Sth :•: I oc □ jjlj 
r«Mi. Mawnijy c£ "Jlaih. L'lI Liiv Ciy. IT niklrtvbS-y&itas-! da£i ecu 
Tbe a juices- think Kikhiteeh Ir..kid l J.:.iLhaii !id.: .eJer. K-ii:MiiInLyr-Bi. 
fTr /'7i nil.ff, AUK^lfr ^Jx-% &iu£ tLlC= r±VlrlM-r-:a f'J ihtlf VAhuhk 
a-J piiiitEku Wr. *ld£. thick rht lirfuimrip whe il! I hair 
peciiHijJ Lwu to ha ao mvaii&J u to ilSoiw the conduct of Ihu Jdudy 


and loved ones ra: object, This 5C|waaiuiL cause* die he¬ 
re aved to reflect on the .meanings and value of life, and whaL 
[his means for ihc bere armed's existence. The bereaved also 
makes conscious effort lo-make sense of death in Che tiuman 
r^K-rirrnr, The'* reffetUom itflrrt yr rr nsEc :i viirprly of 
negative rjinHit?n:i such at- Sn^er, frsr, guilr, -uul sluum ^rai-t 
feltings Hjf.jcJf inadequacy, which may be hssiJ^gcd by can 
suiEifflion such as (he conspicuous mortuary expression of 
affluence or investment incryanic suspension (Berber 1967; 
Brown 1997; Grainger I99S: Parke s 199® j. Incometnpcr-ary 
Wrsrmn. U<\- irlir:,.. llurrf effLirl , iliay dfOIVfPSC^ CWfliLtm 

rr; |Tui-iiiU iif:,yitJK^L imjEiiiElJilily 11 lii.it hniiii ( 990 J. AC 

i^jfilLn^ io TMT, ilic-^ dmtegKi frlgi |nrn|ik thrir 
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Abstract: 


Theory on identity negotiations posits that a person’s identity-construction project ceases upon death. We tested this 
proposition using death-ritual consumption experiences of consumers in Asante, Ghana, WestAfrica. We found that 
bereaved Asante consumers engage in conspicuous ritual consumption in pursuit of newer social identities for their 
deceased and themselves and thatfunerals involve a reciprocal and continuing relationship between the living and the 
dead. In addition, we found that terror-management theory is limited in its relevance for non-Western contexts. We also 
detected limits to the ability to transform global capital into local capital. 
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